Measuring Test Anxiety With an Invariant Measure Across Genders: The Case of the German Test Anxiety Inventory.
Since test performance is increasingly relevant in educational and occupational circles, the assessment of test anxiety-the phenomenological, physiological, and behavioral responses to the negative consequences that often emerge in evaluative situations-has become increasingly important to scholars and practitioners. One of the most widely employed scales to measure test anxiety in adolescents is the German Test Anxiety Inventory (in German: Prufungsangstfragebogen, PAF). The current study investigated the psychometric properties of the PAF when administered to Italian students. Our research found evidence of validity, supported the five-factor structure, and demonstrated the test's good internal consistency. Moreover, the invariance of the dimensional structure across genders was examined. Overall, this study provides evidence for the reliability and validity of the PAF among Italian students.